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PART VI
Iivestock, Dairying and FPoultry

General Importance

Dairying and poultry farming are the most important farming activities in
Teland County, There are 75 dairy f

cbee’s farms which make up 37 percent of all farms, Poultry farming is by far
the reet dmoortant, Poultry was the source of 50 percent of the county's total
arrisolinral inccme in 1954, The valus of all livestock and livestock sold in
198} waz $2,028,831, This was four times greater than all erops sold during

th tune poried, Island Counbty is renked ninth in the state in velue of ponltry
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proacs £01d and 19th in value of dairy products solde

Iivestock and Poultry Trends

The general trend for all livestock and poultry is slightly dowmward,
Cattle numbers have increased, particularly in the number of beef cattle, Bsef
livestock went up from 500 in 1939 to 3,600 in 1956, A1l other animals, such

as hogs, sheep and horses, have decreased, The amount of milk sold reached a

Tobal Value of Island County Livestock: $1,392,73)
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Figure 12,- Valus of Livestock on Farms -
Island County, 195L :
(Based on U,S, Census, Agriculture)
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peak during iforld War II and hap declined since then, Decline was caused by
installat.ion of the naval base which through purehase of dairy farm land re-

a zenara] dm‘mward trend: . Poﬁltrv has decneased about- 30 narcant 1n valuma

since 1940, Horses and mules have declined with each census year since 1920, .
Hogs and sheep declined repidly until about 1950, Decrsase was:-at a-smaller

ra’ce be*ween 1950 and 1955.
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 +4=* iez and beef tattle are major sources: of £arm incons in Teland county
alke. up-a larde part; of .the ‘naseapsd value of farm property. Cattle are

& an ‘j:.h"'ee-fguntha of. ald: the: farmg, * Cattle of all types asccount for
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:ou3 have been decreased dn- aumber:in-favor of beef catile in recent years,
‘i“ew!ﬂm cattble were at a low Namm af l.x.zno head by 19'3‘: campared with 6 200
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“head in 1942, Dairy oattls population has been dacreaa,ed in nerthern. Whidbey
Island where land was acquired: for military pirposes, Most dairy cattle are
;l@__t}ae Go.tpeville, Gakr Harbar aﬁ& ﬁgrthern Camano; Island areaﬁ. :

3 if.aland County slnce. the. peak year. ot 1944,
gg power Dy & hupdred. ir- 1954 than, they were in
R T Craam and butter product:(on on farms has alse been decreased, By 1954
" conmer eial milk rmnfh-;g*'l on wag nbnﬁ{‘ lﬂ‘l__:.,,'l'l io nntmdn V'inﬁa 'I‘.hnn in 19Lh.
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Table 25...; G&ttle on Fama
Island Qéunty. 1939-1956

- A é'atTlé‘ ‘Eeef Fattic 15a1ry Cattle
Year» (head) (head}
1939 775,800
W0 ‘_h 55800
G4 | , 6,000
:A9h34. . 6,500 - b7 54900
U6kl |8 40087 54600
i9h5 - 5,300
.19&8 14,500
1956 z 11,600
1951} R b, 1100
1952 3 by 300
29534 . 41400 .
1954 |- L, k00
1955 Lty 200
1956 h,hOO N

Seurce: U8, Dept of Agriculture AMS
T dgriey Esthhates;” State of Washngton,
1939-1956. A
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Yany farms Bave changed over to beef cattle on both Whidbkay and Camane
Islands. Beef cattle mimbers started rising in the late 1940's, going up from
500 head in 1948 to 3,800 by 1955, Factors which favored increased interest
in beef raising were the good demand and prices for beef, the fewer hours of
labor required ¢ompared to dairying and the smaller investment in equipment
necessary to produce beef compared to fluid milk, Island County farmers
following industrial and part-time work adopted this practice, They also found
that hardy beef cattle were efficient users of grass lands, woodland and unime
proved pastures common to most parts of the area,

Table 26.~ Dalry Products Sold From Farms

Island County, 1920.195)

) . ream Sold

Bone— ——rsrbarns From Farms From Farms

e o {pounds} [(do1TarsY [(Gounds) | {doilars) (pounds) | (dollars)
1920} 2,6L6,2821 § 57,000 { 7h,610 | § 28,000 19,913 $9,000
19291 6,278,740; 138,700 { 313,000 153,405 | 2,120 1,019
1939. 11,378,082 312,000 | 141,810 35,400 | 1,458 700
19LS | 17,883,605| 572,255 | 30,563 | - 19,105 | 1/ -
1949 | 12,599,1991 166,803 | 29,631 17,976 | e -
195k | 11,700,927 | 459,309 | 13,283 6,597 ~- e
1/ After 154k farm churned butter sold was too small to enumerate,

Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture

Poultry Farming

From the standpoint of dollar value of products sold from farme, poultry
raising is the leading type of farming, Sales of eggs, broilers, turkeys and ~
other voultry returned an esbtimated $1,291,190 to Island County farmers in 195k,
The number of chickens kept on hand for egg production has ranged between
65,000 to 92,500 birds, while egg production has been about ons million dozen
ner year, In recent years chickens ang egg production reached a low figure in
1950 of 65,000 chickens and 1,020,000 dozen eggs sold, The Census of 195 rge
corded a peak of about 92,600 chickens and sales of 1,144,000 dozen eggs,
bggs are commercially produced on over 160 farms,

Scme Tsland County poultrymen epecialize in growing broilers (fryer
chickens) and pullets and hens for markets in the Tacama urban area, In 1954
the county ranked eighth in the state in chickens sold, A total of 112,000
chickens were sold from 123 farms for- the freezer and fresh mest markets,
¥ryer chickens 2014 numbered 350,500 and 23 farms specialized in this business,

Turkey ralsing has inereased since 1939, In the 195055 pariod, 35 oz
more farms together have raised about 88,00 turkeys per year, Most of the
turkeys raised are the heavy breeds for the holiday market, About ¢ farms in
Island Courty keep turkeys for breeding stock and egg production, In 195k,
Island County ranked fourth in rumbers of cormercial turkeys raised,
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—Tﬁe" 'L‘aising ‘of s?eep 28" a: ‘tesn, stesdy eince *

194657 Intereat ‘tni’ raisidg sheefihes ineressed in recent. years. In 195k, ‘theva
_were nearly 60 farms keeping ‘sheep, - Total sheep according to the Census was up
101,338 head, In general, most 'of these anlmals are in small farm flocks of

20 to 30 head and are found well distributed over the two islands, The lamb
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ercp from the leland area has teen running LOO te 600 head per year
shorn has been ranging from 5,000 to 7,000 pounds per year.

Table 28,- Hogs, Sheep, Hurses and Males
Island County, 19391954

= Hogs | Sheep | Horses and Miles
Yoar | (nead) | (hoad) | (hoad)

1939 | 700 | 1,429 781
1oLk | 939 | 1,320 503
1949 | 828 | 1,162 365
195k | 821 {1,338 308

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture

Thile the number of farme raising hogs has dropped considerably since
1540, the total number of hogs raised within Island County has been steady,
Since 1940, there has been a amall hog population of 700 to 900 head kept by
about 100 to 150 farms, Imterest in raising hogs commercially has gone down
since earlier years, Formerly, many farmers kept hogs to utilize skimmed
milk left from cream separators, Most hogs were a sideline on dairy farms
which shipped eream, Recent factors causing decline in the swine industry have
been the increased costs of feeding, eince farm supplies of skimmed milk became
scarce, and the amount of labor needed for commercial production., Another
change has been ddcline of farm butchering and home curing of bacon and ham,
once a common practice in western Washington,

Horses

Horses kept on farms for work and transportation purposes have decreased
in the last 20 years, Tractors, truckse and other machines have replaced these
cnimals, Most of the present horses are used forpleasure riding. Rarely,
loday, are teams of horses used for farm work or logging~e-a use which was
¢ nonplace prior to 1925, Since 1920ywhen there were 1,130 horses in Island
vourty, their number has deolined to only 308 in the Census of 195L. In recent
yoLre about 100 farms have one to three horses for riding, Less than 10 farms
t2:~49 borses and make commercial sales, Horses are well distrituted over the
igii:1e and many are kept near resort and forested areas for riding,

2.2venping. Bses and Honey

The last agricultural Census of beckeeping in Washington in 1950 showed
that Island County had a rslatively small industry in this specialty. About
50 farms kept bees and produced honey for home and some loeal trading, In
general, the farus keeping bees had one to ten or less hives, Total hives in
the county in 1950 numbered 360, Only 2 farms reported raising honey commers
cially, Total ammal honey production is between 1,000 and 1,500 pounds per
year, Beekeeping and honey production is lower than in 1920, The Census of
1920 showed that there were about k0O hives and about 5,000 pounds produced
per year in the early 1920's,
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animais kept on about 20 ednEs The»%no&’o Tecent-Censue in 195!4 ‘enunmerated

only 52 goats on Whidbey and Camgnp .Lalandso _—
Rabbits ave ralsed v .g bc 4 Eﬁ fe.mg;* Aé-a”é:}.‘.el:‘;ﬁa,_ rabbits are mainly
raised for local G, Whigbey “I8land ;l.s noted for & large population of
A;._domestic :"abbita whl ch ruuge W:le. Wh L b
Fur farming in Tege @'gi“'éé:%é"f:;'emsn\ded Bli.ghhly. A recent mink farming
¢ i:.*e.:tory ”mmd theruwc tot;f ams raled ne raach mink in thca I.anglew and
- de In novthern Whidbey Island. bmuzﬁ was
s.aing‘ in water beaver. ”
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